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This year, the Wantagh School 
District is offering a number of new 
programs to support learning as 
students continue to recover from 
the pandemic. 

A summer support program for 
students entering kindergarten 
through fifth grade ran from July 
10 through Aug. 6 at Wantagh 
Elementary School. More than 200 
children from all three elementary 
schools took advantage of the 
additional support in both reading 
and math. Classes were taught by 
Wantagh teachers.

Assistant Superintendent for 
Instruction Dr. Marc Ferris noted 
that there were two reading sessions 
and two math sessions per week, 
each two hours long. He said that 
while the recommendation for 
children was to attend one reading 
and one math class per week, several 
were in school four days a week over 
the summer. 

“I was really happy with the 
turnout,” he said. 

The district will be looking to see 
how those students perform on fall 

reading assessments to see what kind 
of an impact the summer support 
program had on their academic 
progress. 

The district also hosted summer 
programs at the middle school and 
high school, to support students 
who struggled as a result of 
pandemic. This included algebra 

and earth science mini-courses, as 
well as a program for sixth, seventh 
and eighth graders. 

For the school year, the district 
has added early bird reading classes 
at the middle school, which are held 
prior to first period. 

Middle school Principal Anthony 
Ciuffo said that about a dozen 
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students are enrolled in the early bird 
reading program. The benefit, he explained, 
is that it frees up another period in their day 
to take another exploratory elective course 
in art, family and consumer sciences, music 
or technology. Eighth graders have many 
choices for interest-based, high school-credit 
elective courses.

SOCIAL AND  
EMOTIONAL LEARNING

The pandemic has created much upheaval 
in the lives of students, and the district will 
provide ongoing support for students to 
support their social and emotional well-
being.

“We wanted to make sure we provide 
support for not only the students,” he said, 
“but for their families.” 

Dr. Ferris noted that when school opened 
in September, some students stepped foot 
in a school for the first time since the 
shutdown in March 2020. Several children 
did opt for remote learning last year and 
had to reacclimate themselves to a school 
environment. 

Forest Lake Elementary School 
psychologist Emily Bogart said that her 
role is multifaceted. While she meets with 
specific students on a regular basis, she is 
there to support the entire student body 
and assist with any needs that arise. Every 
morning, she is outside greeting children as 
they arrive at school and has visited every 
classroom. Ms. Bogart said it is important 
that students and teachers know she is a 
resource for them.

TECHNOLOGY ADVANCEMENTS
The district’s use of technology has 

expanded greatly over the past year and 
a half. All students in grades K-12 have 
a district-supplied Chromebook used for 
instruction. In addition, Schoology is the 
learning management system currently 
being used to provide a consistent approach 
to providing resources and an organization 
tool for students. District instructional 
technology specialists Danielle Luke and 
Courtney Eisenzapf have been instrumental 
in providing support for staff and students 
with technology implementation. 

continued from page 1...

Supporting Student Success
across the District

Student and Staff  RecognitionRecognition
High School Names  
Valedictorian, Salutatorian 

Wantagh High School Principal Dr. Paul 
Guzzone announced the top two graduates in 
the Class of 2022. The valedictorian is Julianna 
Rose and the salutatorian is Skyla Marchesi. 

Julianna, who has a weighted grade point 
average of 108.022, attended Forest Lake 
Elementary School. Skyla, with a GPA of 
107.253, went 
to Wantagh 
Elementary 
School. Over 
the years they 
have had 
many classes 
together and 
are both active 
in numerous 
clubs at the high school.  

Middle School Nurse Is Tops in 
County

Wantagh Middle 
School nurse Hildi 
Dzigas will receive the 
Excellence in School 
Nursing Award for 
Zone 1. The honor is 
bestowed by the New 
York State Association 
of School Nurses and 
recognizes members 
who excel in their 

practice of school nursing.
Ms. Dzigas was chosen for this prestigious 

award by her colleagues from Nassau County. 
She has been the middle school nurse for 
13 years and prior to that was a substitute 
nurse in the district, and began her career as a 
hospital nurse. The award was presented at the 
association’s banquet on Nov. 5 in Skaneateles, 
New York.

National Merit Commended 
Students

Six seniors 
from Wantagh 
High School 
have been 
named 
commended 
students in 
the 2022 
National Merit Scholarship Program. This 
year’s recipients of letters of commendation are 
Emma Alexander, Ece Atalay, Skyla Marchesi, 
Patrick Moran, Julianna Rose and Kaylee Tate.

About 34,000 students throughout the 
country are recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise with the commended 
student designation. They have placed among 
the top 50,000 students who entered the 2022 
competition by taking the PSAT.

Business Teacher Earns Statewide 
Accolade

Wantagh Middle 
School business 
teacher Nancy 
O’Connor, who 
has been educating 
students in the South 
Shore community 
for three decades, 
has been named 
the 2020-2021 
Outstanding Middle-Level Business Educator. 
The distinction was presented by the Business 
Teachers Association of New York State. 

Ms. O’Connor has worked in the Wantagh 
School District for 30 years and taught business 
education classes at both the middle school 
and high school. She is a longtime member of 
the association and is presently serving as the 
membership director. She recently earned the 
Diamond Award for 10 years of service on the 
organization’s executive board. 

STEM Director Is a 
Science Champion

For her work supporting 
science educators both 
locally and throughout 
New York State, Wantagh 
School District Director 
of STEM Carol-Ann 
Winans is the recipient 
of the 2021 Champion of Teacher 
Development Award, presented by the Science 
Teachers Association of New York State. 

Ms. Winans is in her third year in Wantagh 
and previously worked in Lynbrook for 13 
years. She has been an active member of the 
association for most of her professional career 
and has presented numerous workshops.

In Wantagh, Ms. Winans spearheaded the 
transition to new science standards with a 
“hands-on, minds-on” approach. She will be 
recognized at the association’s 2021 annual 
meeting and awards ceremony in November at 
the Rochester Convention Center.

Students Make Cameo  
on ‘George to the Rescue’

A pair of Wantagh High School students 
who volunteer their time every summer to 
help children and adults with disabilities were 
recently featured on NBC’s home renovation 
show “George to 
the Rescue.” Seniors 
Bella Nocera and 
Kevin Pfundstein are 
volunteers for the 
six-week summer 
recreation program 
at the Town of 
Hempstead’s Camp 
ANCHOR in Lido 
Beach. 

They are featured at the beginning of the 
episode, which aired on Sept. 18, asking host 
and contractor George Oliphant to come to 
the camp and beautify the handball court. Bella 
and Kevin also discussed the mission of Camp 
ANCHOR, the role of volunteers and the 
importance of the program for the campers.



From championship sports teams 
to community pride to a big Warriors 
win, it was a day of celebration 
at Wantagh High School for 
homecoming on Oct. 16.

The festivities began with a parade 
up Wantagh Avenue, and crowds 
lined the street from Bunker Avenue 
to Beltagh Avenue. The parade, 
led by an honor guard from the 
American Legion, featured class floats, 
cheerleaders, dance team, marching 
band, homecoming court, youth 
sports teams and Board of Education 
trustees and administrators. 

This year’s grand marshal was 
Yolanda Carter, the wife of former 
Wantagh football assistant coach Tony 
Carter, who died in April 2020. He 
served as defensive coordinator for 
18 years. Mrs. Carter escorted the 
captains of this year’s team to midfield 
for the coin toss. 

The Warriors scored early and 
often en route to a 41-19 victory over 
the Manhasset Indians, including 
a touchdown as the clock wound 
down to 0.0 to close out the first half. 
Wantagh, the defending conference 
champions, improved to 6-0.

Before the game began, the 
football and girls volleyball teams 
were presented with championship 

banners from Nassau County 
Legislator Steve Rhoads. Both teams 
won county titles in the shortened 
2020-21 seasons. There was also a 
ring ceremony at halftime for the 
football team, with several players 
who graduated in 2021 returning.

Halftime also featured a 
performance by the cheerleaders as 
well as the marching band’s tribute 
to Bruno Mars. The band was 
accompanied by the color guard for 
“24K Magic” and “Uptown Funk,” 
and by the dance team for “Treasure.” 

Homecoming king Philip Iskander 
and queen Michelle Li were crowned. 
Runners-up were Joey Labo, Daniel 
Wilke, Sarah Jacobs and Grace 
Massari. The seniors won the float 
contest with their “Toy Story” design. 
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